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By Their Pond 

Directions: 

From Peoria take War Memorial Dr. east across the 

river and up the hill towards Washington. At the top 

of the hill turn right into the I.C.C. campus. Follow 

the road around to the right, it’s College Dr.  turn 

left at the Y onto Dingledine Dr.  continue following 

that road, as it merges back into College Dr. as the 

road turns to the left off to left is where their pond is, 

you should see other cars and trucks parked there. 

You can park on the shoulder of the road.      

 

 IT’S PAST DUE ON YOUR DUES : 

And They Are Still Only $20.00 

Please give cash/check to our treasurer: 

Or Send To: 

Letriana Cantrell 

311 Arnold Rd. 

East Peoria, IL. 61611 



 2 

 

Wow! It’s still been pretty hot !! 

 

  Our 7th annual Luau was a wonderful time.  Loren and Margaret 

Swanson have a perfect house, patio and pond for a party. We had 

31 members in attendance and all had a great time. The Swan-

son’s have a great pond with a seating wall right on their patio so 

you can sit right next to the pond and watch the fish. If you go up 

onto their upper deck that wraps around the house you can view 

the upper pool, the entire back yard and their pond.  I’m sure eve-

ryone enjoyed Loren's Margarita mix machine and Grasshopper 

drink.  Mmmm… They were both wonderful.  I really want to 

thank  Loren and Margaret for hosting another great party. Good 

job guys! We also need to thank my wife Brenda for all the time 

and effort she put into planning and organizing the Luau.  Lisa 

Moreland was her right hand helping with all the set up.  Thank 

you Lisa!  Also, THANK YOU LADIES to all who helped with 

the clean up afterwards.  It sure made the job easy work.  

  

  With the hot days continuing we still need to provide as much 

water movement as we can to our ponds. The oxygen content is 

always less when the water temperature is warm. So a spitter or 

an air stone will help to provide more oxygen.  Your fish will 

thank you.     
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Prairieland Koi and Pond Society 
General Meeting Minutes 
Saturday August 13, 2016 

9:05 – 9:55 a.m. 
 

Attendance:  31 people were in attendance 
 
Location: Terry and Deb Hess’ home, Hanna City, IL 
 
Meeting: Terry Hess star ted the meeting by descr ibing the evolution of his pond. He star ted out with a 
plastic form like many of us then enlarged the pond using pond liner in the ground. It is currently in its fourth 
enlarged revision. He has a pressurized pump which helps eliminate green water problems. He used heavy du-
ty roofing material pond liner that he recommends cleaning and circulating prior to stocking with Koi since a 
film was on it making air bubbles cling to it that could make the fish sick. I saw he had a very pretty albino 
catfish in the pond with his Koi. 
 
President Vince Smith related that donations were made to 2 food bank programs splitting 20% of pond tour 
ticket sales. We even received a thank-you letter from Hope Chest, one of the programs to which PKPS made 
a donation. Vince invited new club members that were in attendance to introduce themselves and tell a bit 
about their ponds (if they have one) and themselves. We heard from Anthony Schade, Connie King, and Doug 
Caho. 
 
Since we had no assigned speaker for this meeting and some new members, Vince led an open discussion and 

asked what people do for their ponds and fish when the weather is hot, quite like the weather we have been 

having lately. If the water gets to be over 80°F, there could be problems for Koi, especially since they are con-

sidered to be cold water fish (tolerant of cooler water), unlike tropical fish. Jeannie talked about the interac-

tion of green water, hot weather, and biological filtration. Bacteria use an enormous amount of oxygen and hot 

water doesn’t hold as much oxygen as cooler water does, so aeration in your pond is extra important during 

warm weather. There are different types of aeration you can provide such as fountains, waterfalls, spitters, and 

bubblers. Oxygen gets incorporated into the water and becomes usable to the fish only at the surface, so the 

more splashing from waterfalls and fountains, the better, even if some water is lost to evaporation. If you ob-

serve your fish gulping at the surface, and not in relation to feeding, this is a bad sign that they aren’t getting 

adequate oxygen. Circulation is important as well since moving water carries more oxygen and dissipates heat 

faster than stagnant water. Evaporation also cools pond water, plus you can add water from a hose using a 

spray nozzle aimed upwards into the air. If you just set the hose into the pond, the Koi are attracted to flowing 

water and you risk burning their gills with chloramines and chlorine in the water. Also, when adding water to 

your pond, don’t depend on a timer to shut off the flow, you should watch it. Even if you have a nozzle at-

tached to the hose, Vince told of a case where someone depended on a timer that did not shut off, water over-

flowed, the fish received too much chlorine and died. Having the correct size pump (larger is better) is good 

for water circulation. If your pond is deep or there is a deep area for the fish to go, they will tend to stay low 

where it is cooler. Others suggested that it is better to feed in the cooler mornings and evenings rather than the 

hottest part of the day, so they aren’t all jostling at the surface where the water is warmer. Some members 

shade parts of their ponds with removable tent structures or umbrellas. If you haven’t yet constructed your 

pond, try not to locate the biofalls in direct sunlight, or at least provide some shade. Plants covering 60% of 

the pond surface not only provide protection from predators, but also shade for the fish to remain cooler when 

the water heats up. Patti Davis measured her water temperature at 84°F and took some of her elephant ear 

plant leaves and floated them on the pond surface to provide shade. But there is a problem with some elephant 

ears species being poisonous to fish, pets, and humans and it is on the member’s guide under plants NOT ap-

proved for including in your pond. 
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 Patti normally has them away from her fish in the bog, where they do provide shade without coming into 
contact with the fish. Someone heard about adding bags of ice to the pond when the water is warm. Vince 
said it is not a good idea as the temperature differential can stress the fish. Jeannie remarked that when fish 
are stressed from parasites, sickness, or heat, they retreat to and stay at the bottom of the pond. 
 
Anthony Schade informed us that ICH is a bacteria that is common in ponds but causes an infection that eats 
tail and fin tissue first when fish are stressed or have immune system problems. Isolating the infected fish, 
using a salt bath (remember, no higher than 0.3 on the salt meter), and heated water up to 80°F will kill ICH. 
Connie King asked if it was okay to keep Koi and goldfish together in the same pond. Vince replied that it 
depends on what you are comfortable with as they can and do interbreed with the resulting offspring not be-
ing very desirable in color or form to either species. It doesn’t appear to be true that these inter-species off-
spring are sterile either, so you may get back-crossing and even more undesirable little ones and who likes to 
deal with that? Steve DePew warned us about squirrels and raccoons getting into the fish food, knocking over 
feeders, and taking lids off storage bins where food is stored. Connie asked about using lava rock. Vince re-
plied that he and many others started with lava rock, but it is heavy and difficult to clean so he now uses the 
lighter filter media that the club offers. Bio-ribbon replaces the lava rock in the biofalls, is lightweight, and 
has lot of nooks and crannies for bacteria to live and proliferate. River rock on the bottom of the pond can 
hold bacteria as well and Anthony recommends 1 ½ inch size and 4-6 inch size if using it on slopes. Sludge 
on the pond bottom was discussed, so cleaning is important. Some people have bottom drains, some use a 
pump in a bottom pipe to send the bottom water to the skimmer box. Lava rock is only good for a few years 
(maybe 5) before it has to be replaced, plus it is hard to step on when cleaning the bottom of your pond. Vince 
showed us a small battery operated generator not good for running pumps, but good for aeration in the event 
of a power outage. They are rechargeable, are much cheaper than a large generator, and can be purchased at 
places like Harbor Freight for around $100. Vince reminded us to be sure and check hose clamps and small 
rubber fittings on pumps as they wear out and come loose, creating leaks in your system. 
 
New members Anthony and April Schade, the owners of Bloomtastic, invited the club to visit their pond after 
our meeting since it was close by in Hanna City. Lots of members took him up on his kind offer. His pond 
was very lovely and both Anthony and April were knowledgeable and happy to describe the pond features, 
the fish, the plants, and construction. Their expansive gardens were quite attractive as well and we appreciat-
ed the visit.  
 
Don’t forget the Luau on Saturday, August 27th at Loren & Margaret Swanson’s! You should have sent an 
RSVP responding to the announcement mailed earlier. If you are attending, please remember to bring a dish 
to share and your choice of beverage. Brats, condiments, plates, napkins etc. will be provided by the club. 
 
The next general meeting will be held on Saturday, September 10, 9:00 a.m. in conjunction with ICC Days at 
the East Peoria Campus. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Palmquist, Secretary 
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  It’s that time of year again.  At our September meeting we will take 

nominations for any of  the elected positions of our club. At the October 

meeting we will have the election of officers. So if you want to run or 

know of someone who wants to run for a position, let me know.  

  I must announce that Allen Kruger has resigned as Vice President. He 

will continue as our Web Master.  

  So the position of  Vice President is open.  At this time, the other board 

members would like to continue their positions.  But, again, if someone is 

interested in an elected position, please throw your hat in the ring!!! 

    My wife Brenda is stepping down from her position as Chairperson     

for Raffles, Door prizes and Special events due to family commitments. 

The club will have a large void to fill. Brenda has been the organization 

and energy behind the past 7 years for our Luau, ICC days and our Ban-

quets. We will really miss her support and planning skills. I’m sure every-

one joins me in saying, thanks for all your years of help.  

 This is not an elected position but an appointed one.  So if anyone is in-

terested, please contact me.  Hopefully someone is interested in providing 

these extras for the club.  Anyone?????   
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 

For the month of September 

 

Jean Clark  Allen Kruger 

Lisa Moreland Barb Williamson 

 

 

   If I don’t have your birthday 

month, please get it to me. 
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If only I had known…… 
  I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you all have to help.  It might 

be tough for some of us to admit, but let’s talk about things we wouldn’t do 

again. (we won’t call them mis___s) 

  I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one thing.  We can all learn from 

our (mis_____s,) and build better ponds. 

  This is one from last year.  Most of you will remember this one. If you have 

the rubber connector with hose clamps on each end, make sure that you check 

the tightness of the clamps because they can become loose and you can have a 

major leak.   I had one of these connectors become loose on the side of my ex-

ternal pump.  It became  loose one day last summer. I came home to an almost 

empty pond and a flooded external pump box. My pump was underwater be-

cause the fitting became loose.  I tighten up the clamps and thought all was 

fixed.  I  came home the next day to the same thing again, pond down to the bot-

tom of the weir opening on the skimmer box and my pump under water again. 

So if you have one of these fittings and they become loose, it’s a good idea to 

just replace the entire fitting  
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  Board Meetings              Club Meetings                                                                                             
  

 

  

 

September 24th Cantrell Residence  Sept.  10    I.C.C. Days 

 

October 22nd Bong Residence   Oct.    8     Steve Wakeman’s 

 

November 26th Moreland Residence  Nov. 12 Knights of Columbus 

                                                                                          Morton, IL. 

                                                               

                                                                                                                      

   

TREASURER’S REPORT                

Beginning Balance:     $4,289.93                          

Income:                         1,024.50                     

Expenses:                         323.11            

Ending  Balance:         $4,991.32 



   

 

 

Vincent Smith 

President/Editor 

924 W. Ridgemont Rd. 

Peoria,  IL 61614 

309-682-1422 

E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net 

  AKCA  

Koi Fish Health Advisors 

Jeannie Clarke                                 
309-691-6721 

 

Karen Hofstetter 

309-699-5155 

             Officers 

Vincent Smith   President/

Editor 

309-682-1422 

309-712-7309 

 

Allen Kruger      

Web Master 

217-737-3646 

 

Letriana Cantrell  Treasurer  

309-645-7163 

 

Debra Palmquist  Secretary 

309-696-7114 

 

           Directors 

Greg Cantrell  

Product Mgr.of Ways and Means  

309-645-7161 

 

Rick Moreland  

Food And Beverage 

309-694-5057 

 

Todd Bong    

309-256-9582 

 

Chairpersons 

Brenda Smith 

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special 

Events                                    

309-682-1422 

    


